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3. The popular and tradition-hound terms"sunrise", "sun-
set" are misnomers in the context of the Copernican system;
"appearance" and "disappearance" of the Sun may he appro-
priate terms at the dawn and dusk respectively.
His father died when Nicolaus was ten years young. His
uncle Lucas Waczenrode adopted this boy. At his age of 18 he
entered the University of Cracow in Poland. Further training
was obtained in the University of Bologna and Padua in Italy.
He studied Greek language, mathematics, the writings of Plato,
law and medicine. He was granted the degree of 'Doctor of
Canon law' by the University of Ferrara.
4.  Columbus travelled across the ocean and discovered
America when Nicolaus was aged 19.
In 1503 at his age of 33 he returned to Poland to take care
of his ailing uncle, Bishop Lucas after whose death Nicolaus
settled in Frauenburg. A turret known as Copernicus Tower in
the Cathedral stands in testimony of his fame; it was his obser-
vatory.
He gave succinct account of the orbits of the planets, the
motions of the earth, the moon and the planets. This enabled a
precise Gregorian Calendar to be devised later on.
5.  In 1509 he made Latin translation of Greek verses,
Theophylactus.
6.  1519 to 1528 he devised ideas in currency reform for
some Polish provinces. Later Sir Issac Newton adopted simi-